
BOSTON’S BALLROOM/VOGUING 
COMMUNIT Y:  B Y  K A R A  D A N A S

The House of Escada’s iconic Boston 
Chapter on HBO Max’s LEGENDARY 



COMMUNIT Y AND ART: 
BETTER TOGETHER

• “Like eternal lovers, American communities and the arts 
and culture of the individuals that create them have been 
and will be forever intertwined, unable to quit each other, 
and yet often not quite sure what to do with each other 
either.”

• “Communities are a place where the arts and culture can 
play a unique role. Culture is a unique tool for, making 
the ‘other’ human. By bringing people together and 
building new understanding across differences, art can 
provide the pathway for increased empathy in an 
imaginative and effective way.” 

americansforthearts.org



T H E  B A S I S  F O R  W H Y  T H E  
B A L L R O O M / VO G U I N G  S C E N E  
G I V E S  A N  I M P O R T A N T  VO I C E

“Recent and long-standing mistreatment 
and discrimination against non-

dominant groups including African-
American populations, women, and the 
LBGTQ community will continue to 

have damaging, dehumanizing impacts 
on how the members of those 

communities see themselves. The arts 
will allow for an increased control of the 

narrative and a corresponding re-
humanization of those community 

members who have felt dehumanized.”

americansforthearts.org



HOW DO THE ARTS HELP TO CREATE A 
HEALTHY, EQUITABLE AND VIBRANT 

COMMUNIT Y WITHIN THE BOSTON 
BALLROOM/VOGUING SCENE?

• This is answered by looking at a snapshot of my research 
featuring: 

• Online articles about this community
• Three Compelling Interviews from those directly involved in 

the Boston Ballroom/Voguing Scene (you will be seeing/listening 
to Yyoyo’s today).

• My own personal, first hand experience into this community.



A BRIEF  HIS TORY OF BALLROOM 
AND VOGUING CULTURE

• Ballroom culture was rooted in necessity. 
• The 1970s saw an expansion of ball participation as balls 
increased their numbers and types of categories to allow inclusivity 
and involvement of everyone (Paris is Burning 1990). Balls became a 
safe space for queer youth of color, mainly Blacks and 
Latinos/Latinas, to express themselves freely.

• This world was forged by queer and trans people of colour, those in 
need of love and safety, all banding together for strength and 
acceptance. This is a COMMUNITY OF OUTREACH in 
championing sexual health, wellness, and safety, as well as all aspects 
of mental and physical health. This core practice was started during 
the AIDS Pandemic and is continued still today.
• As these networks grew, people gathered with their chosen families 
at large events to compete and showcase their skills, fiercest outfits 
and ability to tap into parts of their gender and sexuality that were 
only celebrated in the bustling underground. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris_Is_Burning_(film)


A BRIEF  HIS TORY OF BALLROOM 
AND VOGUING CULTURE CONT.

• These families are called “houses” and the event that brings this glamorous 
spectacle to light is what we know today as “the ball.”

• With this new realm of ball culture came the development of competition. 
The competitions consist of an entire language of concepts, categories, dances, 
and slang that are unique to the subculture. Participants “walk” or “compete” 
on a stage or runway for prizes, displaying their outfit along with their persona 
for different categories. The performances consist of strutting, dancing, and 
spoken word. Performances are judged by one’s fashion, appearance, and 
dancing. 

• Voguing actually originated from ball culture in the 1980s. 
Voguing categories quickly became popular in the ball community. The dance 
utilizes stylized arm movements, sharp poses, and fast, low to the ground foot 
movements.

• The balls create a welcoming, non-critical space for the queer community to 
construct their sense of self in their own hidden world free of the constraints 
that mainstream society puts on gender and sexual expression.



A BRIEF  HIS TORY OF BALLROOM 
AND VOGUING CULTURE CONT.

• In essence, this is one of simplest ways to describe the 
foundations of ballroom culture, a movement that’s risen from the 
underground and helped inform over 20 years of pop culture and 
identity. 

• In pop culture today, drag pioneers like RuPaul draw influence 
from the culture through the hit series RuPaul's Drag Race. Hit 
shows, like HBO Max’s LEGENDARY, and FX’s POSE, 
continue to showcase Ballroom and Voguing culture in 2020.

• BALL CULTURE AND DRAG INCLUDES THEMES OF: 
Gender and Sexuality Performance, Resistance and Conformity, 
and Race and the Civil Rights Movement



A BRIEF  HIS TORY OF BALLROOM 
AND VOGUING CULTURE CONT.

How the “house” is built
• Within the ballroom community, the “houses” enter and throw balls, and are 
meant to serve as a system of support. A traditional house is headed by a mother 
and father, which are genderless roles. 

Understanding the “KiKi scene”
• The “KiKi” scene originated from social gatherings at health outreach 
organizations. A KiKi, by definition a low-key function, sometimes includes 
dancing and friendly competition – always fun, never serious. The KiKi scene is 
focused heavily on community, and events are often run by up-and-comers.

• Members of the ballroom community use these KiKi events to practice for the 
mainstream balls, but also form smaller houses and balls within the group. The 
KiKi scene has allowed younger performers to harness their craft in a smaller 
setting. These houses are forming everywhere now and it’s given lots of opportunities 
for younger queers to compete and showcase their skills.

• The Kiki’s are usually hosted in community spaces by health and wellness 
clinics. Sexual health items such as condoms and pamphlets of information are 
given out to all attendees for FREE to promote safe sexual health, mental health, 
and overall physical health and wellness. 



THE BOSTON BALLROOM AND 
VOGUING COMMUNIT Y 

EXPLAINED

I am struck by the PASSION, COLOR, LOVE, and ENERGY 
that this beautiful and VIBRANT community has!

I have known of and loved this community for so long now

My perception has changed to a deeper understanding of this 
community's culture and people the more I have researched it. 



WHO IS THE HOUSE OF 
ESCADA BOSTON CHAPTER?

House of Escada, or Iconic House of Escada, is a ballroom house originally known as 
the House of Evangelista, and was founded by the founding father Tony Escada. He 

named the house after 1990s supermodel Linda Evangelista. Tony changed the name of 
the house to "House of Escada" in 1995 after visiting Chicago and discovering a building 

named the "Escada Plaza". In 1996, the house debuted its current name at the first House 
of Escada "Winter Solstices" ball. However, another House of Escada was created by 

Shawn Odom in Detroit, but the two houses merged in 2005. Currently, the overall mother 
is Lila Escada and the overall father is Teo Escada.[1

House of Escada appears in the first season of the HBO Max original reality-competition 
series "Legendary". The house is full of confident members, and presents themselves a 

tight-knit family. In order to be in the House of Escada, the members explain you must be 
able to bear the weight of a crown. The members consider their house as regal and apart 
of ballroom royalty. They also express that every member in the House of Escada must be 

able to hold their own.” 

HBO.com

https://legendaryhbo.fandom.com/wiki/Legendary




























HOUSE OF 
ESCADA

VOGUING 
WORKSHOP:  

BOSTON
2019



FOLLOW ALONG WITH THIS VOGUING 
BASICS TUTORIAL!!



MY RESEARCH QUESTION: 
MULTIPLE PARTS FOR 

INTERVIEWS
Looking into the Boston Ballroom/Voguing community, what are some of the major 
characteristics of this community as a whole; what creates this community? Dance?

- What is your roll within this community? What is one of your favorite parts of this community? 

- What art forms are prominent within this community and which sub-communities or 
subcultures are present?

- How do the arts influence both the main and sub communities of the Boston 
Ballroom/Voguing scene? 

- What other factors, in addition to art forms (which ones), were these sub communities created 
around and did art influence their creation? If art was not the main reason for their creation, 

what is/was? 

- What is most important for those outside of this community to understand about it? What IS 
this community and what IS IT NOT? What misconceptions about this community are there and 

what should people take away from this community?



COMMUNIT Y INTERVIEWS

Who I interviewed and why they are important people 
in this community? I will introduce them to you!



YYOYO ESCADA







HUY VUONG

Ah Moonz has been known as the one of the pioneers of the 
Waacking community in Vietnam. With more than 10 years of 

experience, he is bringing his unique style and love for 
waacking to everywhere he goes. Moreover, he’s also a versatile 

dancer in many different styles : Hiphop, House, Voguing,.....



DAMIAN 
CARTER

“Hi, I'm Damian Escada! Former NE England Father. I have been in the ballroom 
scene on and off 8 -9 years. I started in the House of St. Clair where I remained 
for about 2 years and learned all the basic knowledge of what ballroom is and 
how it works. During that time I grew close to the voguing category inspired by 

people like Legendary Tarik St. Clair, Legendary Leiomy Amazon, as well as my gay 
father at the time Stone Clark. Due to my masculinity the category I walked was 

realness with a twist and school boy realness. As time progressed I ended up 
parting ways with the house of St. Clair and joining the House of Escada where i

still am currently going on about 7 years now. The house of Escada taught me the 
means of FAMILY! I've had some of the best times of my life amongst many 
people in this house but the one who has pushed me consistently is Overall 
Father Teo Escada. He molded me in many ways and is probably one of the 

biggest inspiration to me in and out of ballroom. He has cultivated me on how to 
run a house, always putting family first while at the same time when stepping on 

the floor looking your very best. He's a very critically honest person but it's 
needed in order to succeed especially with the knowledge he holds. During my 

time in the house I have walked again realness with a twist, best dressed but my 
current and most known category is Executive Realness. I've traveled and walked 

in many states from the east to the west, and north to the south. I debuted as 
the NE father April of 2019 but I had been overseer prior recruiting lots of talent 
and sharing my knowledge to many others that were curious or I saw potential 
in. Although I stepped down from that position for reasons beyond my control I 
still continue to spread ballroom knowledge across Boston. Ballroom is one of a 

kind but a reflection our black gay community and ultimately very inspirational to 
creativity. Once again the biggest thing that really captured me is not just the 

talent but FAMILY!!!”



BALLROOM/VOGUE 
MISCONCEPTIONS DEBUNKED









KEY FINDINGS: THE ARTS IN 
BOSTON  BALLROOM/VOGUE 

CULTURE: THEY ARE 
EVERYWHERE!

Fashion. Makeup. Clothes. Runway. Dance. Vogue. 

Chanting MC on the mic. Music. Actors. Models.

So many diff things that come out from the community that 

have birthed so many different looks and images and videos.

Birthed a legacy of its own in the real world. 



THE BOSTON BALLROOM AND 
VOGUING SCENE: STRENGTHS, 
WEAKNESSES, OPPORTUNITIES 

& THREATS 
• STRONG, Tight knit, BOLD, creative, loving, dedicated!!

• Smaller, not as well known, does not have as many connections as 
other scenes do.

• Opportunities for GROWTH, making national connections with 
other Houses. Gives opportunities to SO MANY humans of al l ages 

and walks of life to joint their community and GROW together!
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